SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 19th July 2004 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

        Cllr A R Goss (Chairman)

           "   P N Aldis

           "   P Blaine





                       "   R Downing





                       "   R Frood




                       "   Mrs I Gautier-Groom

                       "   J Gurney

                       "   M McMurdo

                       "   C Osborne





                       "   M Pettitt





                       "   M Scott





                       "   D Sharman





                       "   G White

together with One Member of the Press

1.  APOLOGIES:  for absence had been received from Cllr Gale.
2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS (P16/04)

(a) Prejudicial interests
Cllr Gurney

Agenda Item 5(4)


Hon Life Member Sandy Cricket Club

(b)  Personal interests
Cllr McMurdo

Planning Application 


Member of RSPB

04/01157/LB

Cllr Osborne

Planning Application 


Member of RSPB.  Direct relative

04/01157/LB



is employed by the Society

Cllr Pettitt

Agenda Item 5 (4)


Vice President of Sandy Cricket Club

       "


Planning Application


Member is a holder of Accounts




04/01075/Full



with the Co-operative Bank

       "


Planning Application


Applicant is a personal friend




04/01134/Full

Cllr Frood

Planning Application


Applicants are business acquaintances




04/01244/Full



of the member

2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS (P16/04) (CONTD)

Dispensations

Dispensations had been granted at the meeting of the Ethics and Standards Committee of Mid Beds District Council on 12 May 2004 to enable the following members to take a full part in the business under Agenda Items 5(3) and 8:

Cllrs
P Blaine


R Downing


J Gurney


M McMurdo


C Osborne


M Pettitt


M Scott

PART "A" – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

There were none.

PART "B" – RESOLVED MATTERS

3.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN 

COUNCIL (P17/04)
(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

4.  MINUTES (P18/04)

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 24th May 2004 and as approved/amended and adopted by Council Meeting held on Monday 21st June 2004, which had been previously circulated, were signed.

5.  MATTERS ARISING (P19/04)

(a)  Matters on which there are developments to report
(1)  Sponsorship of Town Centre Roundabout (24.11.03) (P71/03)
Still awaiting approval by County Council of proposed signage.

The Clerk reported that at long last approval of the signage had been given and the Sponsor had been advised. A Sponsorship Agreement was now being prepared.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted and that this Item may now be deleted.

(2)  Public Open Space, Fallowfield Estate (9.6.03) P13/03)

No further information received.

5.  MATTERS ARISING (P19/04) (CONTD)

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted but that Cllrs McMurdo and Blaine be requested to hasten this matter through the District Council Planning Department.

(3)  Drainage Improvements to Sunderland Road Playing Field, Sandy (5.1.04) (P82/03)

Awaiting decision from Shanks First regarding the Grant Application that has already been submitted.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted.  Cllr McMurdo said that he had heard rumours of a public meeting being organised.  The Mayor reminded all members that the Town Council had a resolved position in respect of this matter and any members attending a meeting should ensure that they do not prejudice this position in any way.

(4)  Sandy Cricket Club – New Lease (29.3.04) (P109/03)

Council's response to the questions raised by the Cricket Club was sent to the Club on 9th June 2004.  Reply awaited.

The Clerk reported that an email response had been received that morning.  The Club was now agreeing to all Clauses but was still concerned regarding Paragraph 13 that which required the Club to indemnify the Council against actions, including those that may arise out of a neglect by the Council.

The Club was of the opinion that this was unfair and unreasonable and suggested a number of scenarios to illustrate their concerns.

The Club was fully insured as to the levels suggested by the Cricket authorities and therefore any claim against them would be adequately covered.  The Town Council also had extensive Public Liability cover of its own.  After debate it was:

RESOLVED:  (a) that subject to confirmation being received that the Club is currently holding adequate Public Liability Insurance Cover (£5m), the comments of the Club be accepted and the Legal Advisors be requested to redraft this particular clause to cover the agreed position of both parties carrying their own insurance.

(b)  there being no further outstanding questions regarding this new lease the Clerk was requested to seek to get this matter finally resolved and signed, as quickly as possible.

(5)  Cleaning, Skatepark and Children's Play Areas Bedford Road Recreation Ground and Sunderland Road Playing Field (24.5.04) (P13/04)

The existing cleaner is unable to undertake the additional cleaning of the play areas and skatepark.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted and that this Item may now be deleted until other outstanding staffing matters have been concluded.

(6)  Town Centre Enhancement Project (24.5.04) (P5/04)

Letter sent to Leader of MBDC re:  increase in the MBDC contribution to the project.  Reply received 24.6.04.  Copy was attached.

5.  MATTERS ARISING (P19/04) (CONTD)

Cllr McMurdo said that he had also discussed this matter personally with Cllr Mrs Turner.  There appeared to be nothing further that could be done at this stage and until tenders had been received.

Cllr Osborne drew attention to a campaign that was underway to improve access for the disabled to certain shops and facilities in the Town Centre area and a public meeting that was due to be held in September.

It was important that the Partnership was aware of these problems when approving any final plans for the Project.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted and that this Item may now be deleted.

(b)  Matters on which there are no developments to report
There were none.

6.  PLANNING OR ENFORCEMENT APPEALS - NOTIFICATIONS FROM MID 

BEDFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL (P20/04)

There were none.

7.  VERBAL REPORT FROM ANY LOCAL MEMBER WHO ATTENDED

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE ON ANY MATTERS AFFECTING 

SANDY (P21/04)

Cllr Aldis reported that the revised Planning Application for the Universal Lifting factory site in Laburnum Road had now been granted approval.

8.  SUNDERLAND ROAD PAVILION/SECURE STORAGE PROJECT (P22/04)

The Clerk reported on a meeting of the Working Group that had been held on Friday last.  This meeting had identified a number of important questions that needed to be addressed with the Upper School if further misunderstandings were to be avoided.  A meeting with the Upper School had now been arranged for tomorrow afternoon.

Full notes of all future meetings of the Working Group would be made available to all members as part of Standing Agenda Item 8 on the P.P.O.S. Committee Agenda.  Any urgent questions that arise from any of the meetings would be submitted to the first available meeting of Council or a Committee.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted.

9.  TOWN CENTRE PARTNERSHIP (P23/04)

No further meetings of the Partnership had been held.

10.  SANDY TOWN CENTRE ENHANCEMENT SCHEME (P24/04)

The Clerk's report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

The various items detailed in the accompanying letter from MBDC were considered in detail, together with the response from Sandy Enhancement Group.  After debate it was:

RESOLVED:  That the Sandy Town Council response to MBDC shall be:

(a)  Planters


- As per the S.E.G. suggestions

(b)  Trees
- S.T.C. would be willing to accept responsibility for watering and pruning these

(c)  Hanging Baskets

- The District Council be advised of the weights and of the S.E.G.

response

(d)  Market
- That the possible relocation of the market on to the Square will be reviewed upon completion of the whole project and therefore that potential power supply be incorporated into design proposals at this stage.

(e)  Bus Shelter
- The provision of a new bus shelter, large enough to cope with demand be pursued as expeditiously as possible.

(f)  Christmas Decorations
- The question had been referred to the Secretary of Sandy Chamber of Trade.

11.  SANDY SPORTS AND COMMUNITY CENTRE (P25/04)

The Clerk's Report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

Members expressed some concerns at a number of the clauses in the Draft Agreement but these were allayed by existing members of the J.M.C.

RESOLVED:  That the Draft Constitution for the new Joint Consultative Group of Sandy Sports and Community Centre be approved.

12.  FULL HOUSE THEATRE COMPANY – POSSIBLE PERFORMANCE IN BEDFORD ROAD RECREATION GROUND PLAY AREA (P26/04)

The Clerk's Report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

RESOLVED:  That permission be given to The Full House Theatre Company to provide a performance in Bedford Road Recreation Ground Play Area in either 2004 or 2005.

13.  HIGHWAYS AGENCY – DECISION RE: REQUESTED ROUNDABOUT JUNCTION NEW ROAD AND ORCHARD ROAD, SANDY (P27/04)

The Clerk's Report and attachment from the Highways Agency, both of which had been previously circulated, were received and considered.

RESOLVED:  (a) That the letter from the Highways Agency be acknowledged.

(b)  That Sandy Town Council expresses its real disappointment at the decision detailed in Paragraph 6 of the letter.

13.  HIGHWAYS AGENCY – DECISION RE: REQUESTED ROUNDABOUT JUNCTION NEW ROAD AND ORCHARD ROAD, SANDY (P27/04) (CONTD)

(c)  That Sandy Town Council indicates that it cannot support any further gap closures on the Beeston/Sandy section of the A1 without the provision of the requested roundabout.
(d)  That the Agency be advised that the provision of this requested roundabout would remove almost all of the HGV traffic through Sandy Town Centre and it is therefore requested that a full origin and destination survey of this traffic be undertaken.

(e)  That the Highways Agency be reminded of the findings of the Multi Model Study and the recommendations therein and 

(f)  That the Highways Agency be requested to comment upon the recent Disability Discrimination regulation and its potential effect on disabled and elderly residents of Beeston attempting to use the existing inadequate footbridge to access the Town Centre of Sandy.

14.  PRESS RELEASE (P28/04)

RESOLVED:  That no Press Release is considered necessary.
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